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behaviors, and perceptions of crime 
seriousness. The survey was repeated 
in 2005 and 2010 and represents a sig-
nificant source of secondary analysis. 
In the most recent survey, from 2010, 
researchers found that about 24% of 
households and 16.5% of people had 
experienced at least one type of victim-
ization in the past 12 months. The most 
commonly reported type of victimiza-
tion was credit card fraud. Among those 
households victimized, 54.7% reported 
the crimes to at least one outside entity 
in hopes of recourse.80

Currently, a group of prominent 
white-collar crime scholars, spear-
headed by Peter Cleary Yeager and Sally Simpson, is working with federal agencies (e.g., BJS, 
FBI, National Institute of Justice, National Academy of Sciences) to develop a white-collar 
crime database for research and policy purposes. Additionally, the National Research Council 
is collaborating with the WCCRC Working Group to improve white-collar crime data collec-
tion and accessibility.81 The efforts of these groups represent an important move to account 
for white-collar crimes.

FEAR AND RISK OF VICTIMIZATION
Something you may have realized after reading the information in this chapter is that 

fear of crime exceeds the actual likelihood of being victimized. A large body of research 
exists that examines the paradox between actual risk and fear of victimization. Kenneth 
Ferraro is credited with being the first person to demonstrate the differences between fear 
and risk of victimization.82 Findings from this literature indicate that, in general, women 
are more fearful of victimization than are men. However, data show that risk of victimiza-
tion is higher for men than women. Research also shows differences in fear and risk based 
on income (the poor are more fearful) and age (older persons are more fearful), among 
other characteristics. The disjunction between actual risk and fear extends beyond street 
crime. Research findings indicate that individual fear of crime increased following the 9/11 
attacks, although these were hardly the first case of domestic terrorism in the United States. 
The attacks took place more than 15 years ago, but the fear of additional terrorist attacks 
remains elevated.

What influences one’s fear of crime? Research points to several culprits. One is an 
individual’s assessment of the size of the crime problem. Generally, when a person is asked 
how bad crime is, his or her answer indicates that it is worse than it ever has been before. 
Usually a comment is thrown in discussing the “good old days,” when it was safer. As the 
previous sections indicate, some of the good old days were not so good regarding crime. 
Where does this notion of crime today being such a problem come from? A likely culprit 
is the media. Research indicates a strong relationship between the media and fear of crime. 
In fact, some argue that the media (and in general hearing about crime) acts as a crime 
multiplier. Fear is especially exacerbated when one watches the news—particularly the 
local news. What viewers fail to recognize is that the news fails to offer a balanced presenta-
tion of crimes, victims, or offenders. Rather, the news (and other forms of media) presents 
stories in such a way as to encourage continued watching. Crime has been declining for 
almost two decades, yet the media display a disproportionate amount of violent crime, 
with distortions of offenders and victims. Presenting the most heinous and unusual crime 
stories is an effective means to this end. A sad by-product of this is an exaggerated fear of 
victimization among many viewers.

What is white-collar crime? Why is it so difficult to define? Why does it appear to 

be dealt with so differently than street- or drug-related crimes? Should white collar 

criminals be dealt with the same, more harshly, or more leniently than street- or  

drug-related offenders? Why?

Eriereader.com

crime multiplier: 
The saturated media 

presentation of crime 
that leads to a public 
that believes there is 

more crime than there 
is. In addition, this 

disproportionate and 
repetitive coverage leads 

to enhanced fear of crime 
among the public.




